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of his pride, and of his dissimulation." This criti-
cism from an unwonted quarter may possibly be
explained away. It has been suggested that the
King's treatment of his sister at Baireuth was due
to the same policy of repelling every possible claim-
ant to influence his policy, which may be held to
excuse the snubs inflicted upon Dessau and Schulen-
burg and the dignified exile of Frederick's mother
and wife. His conduct at Rheinsberg, whither Wil-
helmina followed him, does not admit of the same
excuse.

"The little spare time that he had," she complains,
"was spent in the company of wits or men of letters.
Such were Voltaire, Maupertuis, Algarotti, and Jordan.
I saw the King but seldom. I had no ground for being
satisfied with our interviews. The greater part of them
was spent either in embarrassed words of politeness or
in outrageous witticisms on the bad state of the Mar-
grave's finances; indeed he often ridiculed him and the
princes of the empire, which I felt very much."

